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Palm Desert residents and others who would like to watch Palm Desert City 
Council meetings in the comfort of their home or at other remote locations now 
have two new convenient ways to do so.
    Interested online viewers can access a live streaming broadcast on 
the Council Meeting Information Center page of the City’s website – 
www.cityofpalmdesert.org – beginning at 4 p.m. on City Council meeting days, 
typically the second and fourth Thursday of each month.
 Television viewers can see tape-delayed broadcasts of City Council meetings 
one week later on the following Thursday at 6 p.m. and again on the follow-
ing Tuesday at 6 p.m on Time Warner Cable Television. Meetings will air on 
Channel 17 (analog) and Channel 120 (digital). Viewers are encouraged to check 
with Time Warner Cable for additional airdates and times. 
 An added feature of watching the meetings on the Internet is new software  
that gives online viewers access to all of the Council’s recent decisions and actions 

through an archived library of public meeting videos. Supporting documents, such 
as staff reports for each agenda item, are available online during live streaming as well as for archived 
meetings. While watching archived meetings online, viewers can skip between agenda items using 
easily navigable index points. 
 For more information, please call 760-346-0611, ext. 338. 

The City of Palm Desert’s new 2012 
calendars are here, loaded with brilliant 
full-color photos of the many sights, 
activities, and attractions that make Palm 
Desert a fun place to live and visit. Whether 
you spend a weekend in Palm Desert or a 
lifetime, there are always fun and exciting 
things to discover. The 2012 Calendar, 
designed by Palm Desert’s Marketing 
Committee, celebrates this fact by high-
lighting some of the many treasures 
to be found throughout our beautiful 
community. 
 The Calendar’s theme, Treasures 
Every Step of the Way, was borrowed 
from the El Paseo Shopping District with 
that group’s generous permission. The 
free, 28-page calendars are available for 
pickup at Palm Desert City Hall, the Palm Desert Visitor Center, the Palm Desert Library, 
The Joslyn Center, Palm Desert Chamber of Commerce, Desert Willow Golf Resort, and at other 
convenient locations throughout the City. For more information, please call 760-776-6380.

Watch City Council
Meetings Online
and On Television



etc.

Dates to Remember
New Year’s Day
January 1

Martin Luther King Jr. Day 
January 16

Valentine’s Day
February 14

Presidents’ Day
February 20

Entries are being accepted for the McCallum 
Theatre’s 2012 Open Call talent 
competition. Aspiring performers 
must submit audition materials by 
Wednesday, January 4 for a chance 
to perform at the McCallum. 
All finalists receive a cash reward.  
Information:  760-346-6505, 
ext. 142 

The City continues its Holiday 
Greeting Card Recycling program 
this year. Collected cards are given 
to the S.C.R.A.P. Gallery and the Children’s 
Discovery Museum of the Desert where kids 
transform them into art projects. Drop off 
used greeting cards at Palm Desert City Hall, 
73510 Fred Waring Drive, or the Palm Desert 
Visitor Center, 73470 El Paseo, Suite F7.
Information: 760-346-0611, ext. 416

The City’s free docent led 
public art tours continue in 
2012 on Saturday, January 
14, featuring the art in 
Civic Center Park. The tour 
meets at 10 a.m. in front of 
the Messenger of the Puul 
sculpture at the park’s Fred 
Waring Drive entrance. 

February’s tour on Saturday, February 11, 
features the sculptures of the 2011/2012 El 
Paseo Invitational Exhibition. The tour meets 
at 10 a.m. at the northwest corner of El Paseo 
and Portola Avenue.
Information: 760-346-0611, ext. 664 
or visit www.palmdesertart.org 

The City’s annual Student Art and Essay 
Contest will be featured in the Palm Desert 
Community Gallery from February 23 – April 
19. This year’s theme is My Hopes and Dreams 
for Palm Desert in 20 Years.
Information: 760-346-0611, ext. 663

City Using Social Media 
to Inform the Public

Social media sites such as Facebook and Twitter offer new opportunities for local 
governments to communicate with their residents and the public at large. The City 

of Palm Desert is using social media to make government more user-friendly and to 
inform the public about our wonderful community.

   Palm Desert’s Public Works Department uses Twitter to let area 
motorists know about construction projects, lane closures, and other 
activities that affect the roads in Palm Desert. The site’s followers are 
better prepared to avoid traffic headaches because of the timely and 
helpful updates, also known as “tweets,” that are regularly posted here. 
      The City’s Visitor Center has been using Facebook since March 2009 
to let people around the globe know about Palm Desert and what a 
uniquely wonderful vacation destination it is. Posted pictures and 

comments highlight the area’s beauty and share information about special events 
and activities. More than 5,300 Facebook users “like” 
the Visitor Center’s Facebook page.
 The Visitor Center also uses Twitter, posting tweets 
on subjects ranging from upcoming concerts and 
shows to information about new airline flights to the 
Coachella Valley. Palm Desert’s typically warm, sunny 
weather is another frequently “tweeted” topic enjoyed 
by the site’s more than 1,600 followers, especially 
those in colder locales.
 The City’s Public Art Department also has its own 
Facebook page and Twitter feed. On these sites, 
interested followers learn about the City’s extensive 
public art collection, free docent guided art tours, 
exhibitions in the Palm Desert Community Gallery, and 
a variety of other art related topics. The Department 
also regularly hosts online “scavenger hunts” inviting 
Facebook users to identify the location of a pictured 
public artwork.  
 For more information about the City of Palm Desert’s social media sites, please call 760-776-6380.

City of Palm Desert Social Media Sites
Traffic Updates:  www.twitter.com/DrivePalmDesert or @DrivePalmDesert

Visitor Information:  www.facebook.com/PalmDesert
  www.twitter.com/VisitPalmDesert or @VisitPalmDesert

Public Art: www.facebook.com/publicartpalmdesert
  www.twitter.com/ArtDeb or @ArtDeb

The City of Palm Desert urges you not to discard your extra 
oranges and grapefruit this winter, but to donate them to a 
worthy cause that will help fight hunger and reduce the amount 
of waste going to landfills. 
 Beginning in January, Palm Desert is once again partici-
pating in a citrus collection drive that will accept donated fruit and 
provide it to Hidden Harvest for free distribution to those in need. 
 Donors who participate in the drive, which continues 
through April, are encouraged to only drop off freshly picked 

fruit, as citrus that has already dropped from the tree spoils too quickly. Tangerine donations are 
discouraged because tangerines are fragile and are often crushed during collection.  
 Palm Desert residents and businesses can drop off their citrus donations at City Hall, 
73510 Fred Waring Drive. For more information, please call 760-346-0611, ext. 331 or contact 
Hidden Harvest at 760-398-8183. 

Citrus Drive Helps Fight Hunger



Art Museum in Palm Desert 
Opening Soon 
The eagerly anticipated Palm Springs Art Museum in Palm 
Desert is scheduled to open to the public in spring 2012. 
The new museum, located in Entrada del Paseo at 72567 
Highway 111, will feature intimate galleries with rotating 
exhibitions, a photography gallery, and an education wing that 
will offer exciting exhibitions, community events, and 
educational opportunities. A museum highlight will be 
a sculpture garden set in a lushly landscaped desert oasis. 
Additional grand opening details will be available in the next 
BrightSide. For more information, please call 760-322-4800 
or visit www.psmuseum.org.
 

Park Ceremony Recognizes 
International Holocaust 
Remembrance Day

In 2005, the United Nations General Assembly designated 
January 27 as International Holocaust Remembrance Day, 
an annual day set aside to remember the Holocaust’s many 
victims, celebrate those who survived, and remind us all that 
we must never forget what happened. 
 The Gerald R. Ford Chapter of Mensch Foundation 
International will hold its second annual remembrance 
ceremony in honor of this special day on January 27, begin-
ning at 1 p.m. at Palm Desert Civic Center Park. 
 Last year’s program included stirring musical performances 
and the presentation of awards to holocaust survivors. The 
program concluded with participants walking from the park’s 
amphitheater to the nearby Palm Desert Holocaust Memorial. 
This year’s program promises to be equally memorable and 
inspiring. Economic analyst Morris Beschloss, who escaped 
Nazi Germany as a child, will be a featured speaker. 
 Civic Center Park is located at Fred Waring Drive and 
San Pablo Avenue. Attendees are encouraged to bring chairs 
and blankets for the ceremony. For more information, 
please call 760-416-3685.

Discover inspiring and thought provoking cinema at the 
2012 Palm Desert Public Art Documentary Film Series. Begin-
ning January 19, the public is invited to a fourth season of free 
screenings of public art-themed documentaries presented by 
the City’s Public Art Department and the University of Califor-
nia, Riverside Palm Desert Graduate Center. Each screening will 
include a featured speaker who will discuss that night’s film.  
 All films screen the third Thursday of the month, January 
through April, at 6 p.m. in the auditorium at UCR Palm Desert, 
75080 Frank Sinatra Drive. Admission is free, but reservations 
are recommended. For more information and reservations, 
please call 760-837-1664.

Series Schedule:
January 19 – Rivers and Tides: 
Andy Goldsworthy Working With Time 
Landscape sculptor Andy Goldsworthy is renowned through-
out the world for his work in ice, stone, leaves, and wood. Filmed 
in four countries and across four seasons, this is the first major film 
that the artist has allowed to be made 
about his often ephemeral works.

February 16 – Tony Cragg: In Celebration of Sculpture 
Versatile sculptor Tony Cragg has been making magic come 
alive in hard materials since emerging in the mid-70s. 
The film, shot in New York, California, London, Eindhoven, 
and Dusseldorf, reveals the artist as he installs international 
exhibitions of his work.

March 15 –
The Rape 
of Europa
This feature 
documentary tells the story of the theft, 
destruction, and sometimes miraculous 
survival of Europe’s art treasures by the 
Third Reich during the Second World 
War. More than 60 years later, a tragic 
legacy continues to play out as victim 
families recover stolen works of art, 
conservators repair damaged artworks,

              and nations fight over the spoils of war.

April 19 – An Evening of Short Films 
Enjoy a series of short films highlighted by Dreaming of Spirit Animals: The Glass Art 
of Cappy Thompson, a documentary featuring the aforementioned internationally 
renowned glass painter. At least two other short documentaries will also be screened 
during the evening.

Rape of Europa

Rivers and Tides by Andy 
Goldsworthy

Tony Cragg

The Glass Art of Cappy Thompson

Free Film Series Showcases 
Public Art
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Finally a New Year's Resolution we can all keep – 
saving energy! Not only does it help our beautiful 
environment, it can also help you save money. 
 Palm Desert's nationally acclaimed Set to Save 
Program is entering its final year. As a resident, we 
need your help to reach the City’s goal of reducing 
energy consumption by 30 percent by the end of 
2012. Even if you have participated in the past, 
you are still eligible for a free Home Energy Survey 
and great new rebates designed exclusively for Palm 
Desert’s Set to Save program. 
 In addition to helpful energy saving ideas and 
a bonus gift when you complete your in-home
survey, you can also learn 
about Energy Upgrade 
California, a new program 
where you may qualify for 
up to $4,000 in rebates for 
energy efficiency improve-
ments. To schedule your free 
Home Energy Survey with a 
qualified Set to Save energy 
representative, call toll free 
at 855-878-6209. 
 Also, remember that Palm Desert’s groundbreak-
ing Energy Independence Program is a great way to 
help qualified residents finance and purchase energy 
efficient upgrades such as new windows, heating 
and air conditioning systems, and even solar power. 
For more information, please call the City’s Office of 
Energy Management at 760-837-0287. 

This February, hundreds of athletes ages 
35 to 90, will travel to Palm Desert to 
compete in the 12th Annual Palm Desert 
International Sports Festival and Senior Games. 
 Registration is now open for the event, which will take 
place at venues throughout Palm Desert from February 15 to 
February 20. This popular festival, one of seven official senior 
games in California, is unique in that athletes from age 35 and up 
can enjoy great competition in 20 sports including basketball, 
cycling, golf, lawn bowling, pickleball, shuffleboard, softball, 
swimming, tennis, track and field, and many more. A variety of 
age divisions allows athletes to compete against their peers while 
chasing gold, silver, and bronze medals. 
 Palm Desert’s Festival, hosted by the Desert Recreation District 
and the City, are the first stop in a circuit that includes 
competitions in Pasadena, San Diego, and the State Senior 
Games in Bear Valley, California. 
 The deadline for athletes to register is Friday, February 3. 
Admission for spectators to all sports is free and open to the public. 
To learn more and register, please visit www.desertseniorgames.org 
or call 760-393-5114.

Palm Desert
International
Sports Festival
and Senior 
Games





MCCALLUM THEATRE
73000 Fred Waring Drive
760-340-ARTS (2787)   

Miss California Teen USA 
Pageant Preliminaries
Saturday, January 7, 2 & 7 p.m.
Finals:
Sunday, January 8, 2 & 7:30 p.m.

The Texas Tenors in Concert
Tuesday, January 10, 8 p.m.

Night Fever
Wednesday, January 11, 8 p.m.

Shirley MacLaine
Thursday, January 12, 8 p.m.

My Fair Lady
Friday, January 13, 8 p.m.
Saturday, January 14, 2 & 8 p.m.
Sunday, January 15, 2 & 7 p.m.

Catskills on Broadway
Monday, January 16, 8 p.m.

Gilbert and Sullivan’s HMS Pinafore
Tuesday, January 17, 8 p.m.

City of Palm Desert presents:
The Best of Doo Wop 
Starring The Chiffons, The Fleetwoods, 
Johnny Tillotson, The Alley Cats, 
comedy host Robert Lee and 
Billy & The Corvettes Band
Wednesday, January 18, 8 p.m.
Palm Desert residents save $5 per ticket

For a complete schedule of shows and 
events, visit www.mccallumtheatre.com

PALM DESERT AREA 
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
72559 Highway 111
760-346-6111
www.pdcc.org 
 
New Year’s Macy’s Mixer 
Wednesday, January 18, 5:30 – 7:30 p.m. 
 
Lamar Mixer
Wednesday, February 15, 5:30 – 7:30 p.m. 
 
Profit Connection Business Leads Lunches 
Monthly, second and fourth Thursday
11:30 a.m. – 1 p.m.
Chamber Offices
Information & reservations: 760-346-6111 

PALM DESERT
COMMUNITY CENTER
43900 San Pablo Avenue
760-568-9697
www.desertrecreationdistrict.ca.gov 
Monday – Friday, 6 a.m. – 9 p.m.
Saturday, 10 a.m. – 2 p.m., closed Sundays

Health Club
Hours same as Community Center
$25 per year for Palm Desert residents

SANTA ROSA & SAN JACINTO MTNS
NAT’L MONUMENT VISITOR CENTER
51500 Highway 74
760-862-9984
www.blm.gov/ca/st/en/fo/palmsprings/
santarosa.html 
Volunteers needed.

Free guided hikes every Thursday and Saturday 
from 9 – 11:30 a.m.

Happy Trails Dog Adventure 
at Cahuilla Hills Park
Learn about dog-friendly trails 
in the National Monument
Every Wednesday, 9  – 11:30 a.m.
RSVP required (limit 10): 760-862-9984

Desert Mountains Art Faire
Saturday, January 7 & February 4
9 a.m. – 3 p.m.

Life Zone Series: Transition
Learn about the five different life zones found 
within the Monument’s diverse landscape.
Saturday, January 7, 1 – 2 p.m.

Star Party
Organized by the Astronomical Society 
of the Desert
Saturday, January 7, 5 – 8 p.m.
Information: 760-862-9984

Plein Air Painting Workshops
California Impressionist Diane McClary
Thursdays, January 19 & February 16
9 a.m. – 4 p.m.
$80 per person 
Information: 760-771-6666 

Ceramic Tile Painting Workshop
Wednesday, January 25, 9 a.m. – 1 p.m.
$35

Living in Earthquake Country
Learn about earthquakes and how to prepare 
for the “Big One”
Saturdays, January 28 and February 25
2 – 4 p.m.

Weed Warriors
Help the monument take on invasive 
plant species on selected Fridays
February 3, 10, & 17, 8:30 – 11 a.m.

Life Zone Series: Upper Sonoran
Learn about the five different life zones found 
within the Monument’s diverse landscape.
Saturday, February 4, 1 – 2 p.m.

Star Party
Organized by the Astronomical Society 
of the Desert
Saturday, February 4, 6 – 9 p.m.
Information: 760-862-9984

Paper Making Workshop – 
Creating Desert Valentines
Two-day workshop with Diane Mathias
Wednesday & Thursday, February 8 & 9
9 – 11 a.m.
$55 per person for two, two-hour sessions 
with materials supplied 

Be My Valentine Hike
Tuesday, February 14, 1 – 3 p.m.
RSVP required by Monday, February 13

UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA
RIVERSIDE/PALM DESERT CAMPUS
75080 Frank Sinatra Drive
760-834-0800
www.palmdesert.ucr.edu

Learning in Retirement (LIR) Program 
Information: 760-200-8881

Osher Lifelong Learning Institute
Ignite your passion for learning by taking a 
course through UC Riverside Extension’s 
Osher Lifelong Learning Institute – 
an educational program for mature learners. 
Classes begin January 10. 
Information: 760-834-0997 
or www.extension.ucr.edu/osher


