JULY/AUGUST 2015

D hat s Shdide

Enjoy Pools
and PyrotEchnics
at aquatic centEr
|
ProtEct your PEts
on indEPENdENcE day
|
PIEask IEavE FirEworks
to Pros
|
saving watEr —
EvEryonE can
do thEir Part
|
changing your ac —
don’t ForgEt PErmits

COPs vacation chEck

Program oFFErs Enhanckd

summeEr skcurity
|
savk a liFE whilE
suPPorting your
community

BE a Part oF

thE 2015 golF cart ParadE

I3

PALM DESERT

Palm Desert’s &dg Lty (Celebration

Features Fireworks, Live Music, and Fun

Palm desert will throw a party in honor of america’s
birthday on saturday, july 4, with a free independence

day celebration featuring
live music, fireworks, and
more at civic center Park.

the fun kicks off at
7:30 p.m. with a concert

by the swing cats Big &
A . —— — ‘-— —
Band, who will delight O Rt i and

listeners with a perfor-
mance featuring a variety of popular swing and big band
favorites.

after the concert, the nighttime sky will light up at
9 p.m. with a spectacular 20-minute-long fireworks display
synchronized to a new selection of contemporary and classic
patriotic-themed songs on radio station the mix 100.5 Fm.

a special welcome is extended to rancho mirage and
indian wells residents. Palm desert thanks the cities of
rancho mirage and indian wells for providing financial
contributions to help defray the costs of this year’s celebration.

attendees are encouraged to bring picnic dinners,
blankets, and chairs to enjoy the show. drinks and snacks
will also be available for purchase at the park and at
the neighboring Palm desert aquatic center. alcoholic
beverages, smoking, and portable barbeques are prohibited.
Private fireworks are illegal in civic center Park and
throughout Palm desert. Flashlights are recommended
for safely exiting the park.

to protect public safety during the holiday celebration
in the unusually busy park, golf carts will not be allowed
to operate inside
park grounds on
july 4. the dog
park in civic
center Park will
also be closed
that day.

civic center
Park is located
at 73510 Fred
waring  drive
(Fred  waring
and san Pablo
avenue). road closures around the park, including
magnesia Falls drive, are scheduled to begin at 4 p.m.
Parking will be allowed at the park until 6 p.m. with access
from Fred waring drive. Private vehicles will not be allowed
into the park once lots are full.

For the comfort and convenience of attendees, free,
air-conditioned shuttle service will be provided between
the gardens on El Paseo and the park, from 6 p.m. until 10 p.m.
the gardens is located at the corner of El Paseo and san
Pablo avenue.

For more information, please call 760-346-0611, ext. 416.



Enjoy Cool
Pools and Hot

IR F(e\WOTKS at Palm

Day falls on .
el Desert Aquatic Center
which means that
trash service for
residents will not the Palm desert aquatic center is
be affected. Businesses one of the desert’s coolest places

whose trash is normally picked to celebrate independence day this

up on saturday will be picked up on monday. july 4.
Information: 760-346-0611, ext. 416 Enjoy a day filled with swimming, water play, and fun activities topped off with a great view of
the fireworks at the city’s independence day celebration in neighboring civic center Park.

hours for the aquatic center’s three pools will be extended with doors opening at 5:30 a.m. and
closing after the fireworks, which start at 9 p.m. diving boards and slides will close at dusk.

admission for Palm desert residents is $4 for adults (ages 13 — 59), $3 for seniors and youth
(ages 6 — 12 or 60 and up), and $2.50 for children (ages 2 — 5). children under 2-years-old are free.
admission fees for non-residents are slightly higher. the aquatic center’s concession stand will be
selling a variety of food and drink items.

thousands of people attend Palm desert’s independence day celebration each year and parking

the Palm Desert
Visitor Center will
be closed for the
independence  day
holiday on Saturday,
July 4. it will reopen
on monday, july 6,

and resume normal can be a challenge, especially in the late afternoon when streets around civic center Park and the
hours, monday — saturday, 10 a.m. —6 p.m. aquatic center begin to close.
Information: 760-568-1441 aquatic center visitors are encouraged to arrive early and plan for parking. alternative options

include magnesia Falls drive east of Portola avenue as well as the parking lot for magnesia Falls Park.
rising temperatures can bring increased coyote ~ For more information, please call 760-565-7467.
activity in residential areas. you can help protect

following some simple steps. never feed coyotes. PrOteCt Your PetS On \]Ul 4

do not leave pet food outside. Bring pets the annual celebration of our nation’s independence on july 4 is a happy and exciting occasion for proud
inside at night and do not leave them out- americans, but the loud noises associated with fireworks and other festive activities that mark the day can
side unattended. Put garbage in tightly closed be confusing and frightening to pets.
containers that cannot tip over. the california the american society for the Prevention of cruelty to animals (sPca) advises pet
department of Fish and wildlife’s website — Fo "‘ owners to keep their dogs and cats at home in a quiet, sheltered, and escape-proof area
www.dfg.ca.gov/keepmewild — offers helpful L A during fireworks displays.
information about gl the city of Palm desert encourages residents who live in affected areas to follow the
how to live with - sPca’s advice and protect their pets. Pet owners are encouraged to bring their pets indoors
coyotes and other during the 20-minute fireworks display at civic center Park scheduled to start at 9 p.m. on
wildlife. "d saturday, july 4.
Information: “ For more information about the city’s independence day celebration, please call

909-484-0167 g & 760-346-0611, ext. 416.

Please Leave Fireworks to the Pros

Personal fireworks are illegal in Palm desert and the city’s firefighters encourage everyone who enjoys

D ate S tO Remem be r the eye-popping colors and earth-shaking explosions of a good display to attend an organized public fireworks
show such as the city’s independence day celebration at Palm desert civic center Park on saturday, july 4.

Independence Day Holiday Fireworks are not toys. when things go wrong with fireworks, they typically go very wrong very fast and
(City Hall Closed) the results can be deadly. Fireworks and sparklers are designed to explode or throw off showers of hot sparks
july 3 and they burn at temperatures exceeding 2,000 degrees fahrenheit,

hotter than a blow torch.

more fires are reported on independence day in the united states
than on any other day of the year and fireworks account for nearly half of
those fires.

the riverside county Fire department provides a website with fire
safety and emergency incident information as well as the dates and
locations of public fireworks displays at www.rvcfire.org. For more
information, please call 951-940-6985.

Independence Day
july 4




SAVING WATER

Can Do Their Part

the historic drought and governor Brown’s unprecedented water restrictions
in response to it are changing a lot of things that used to be taken for granted
in california, including the need for a green lawn.

the state’s most recent restrictions mandate a 36 percent reduction in
water use in Palm desert. in response and to encourage residents to save
water, the city is suspending its code enforcement actions related to turf.

the change will be noticeable throughout the community with some
formerly green lawns and landscaped areas expected to turn brown. the city
believes that the water saving benefits of making these changes outweigh the
resulting temporary aesthetic impacts during this extraordinary time.

despite the change in enforcement, it is recommended that all turf be
irrigated sufficiently to keep the root system from completely drying out. in
addition, turf areas should still be maintained including trimming, weeding,
irrigation, and fertilizing as necessary to allow turf to be restored when water
supplies return to normal.

Property owners should not allow shrubs and trees to die, or forego routine
pruning and trimming, or allow unchecked weed growth as these still
represent violations of the city’s municipal code and could result in a citation.

the city has already taken significant steps to save water in response to
the drought, including cutting irrigation on roadway medians by 25 percent.

irrigation has also been reduced in Palm desert’s civic center Park by 10
percent and in all other city parks by 25 percent. to save additional water,
turf areas in city parks will not be overseeded this year, with the exception
of a small area in civic center Park that includes the park amphitheater. all
watering, with the exception of irrigation system testing, will be done at
night to minimize evaporation.

the misting systems at city parks will not be turned on this year. a single
emitter in a misting system uses approximately one gallon of water per hour.
Each park misting system includes approximately 100 emitters, which means
the loss of approximately 100 gallons an hour of fresh, potable water at
each location.

Palm desert has a long and excellent history of water conservation.
working together as a community, we can save water and meet this challenge.

For more information about Palm desert’s water conservation
measures, please call 760-346-0611, ext. 450. For information about code
Enforcement, please call 760-346-0611, ext. 360.

Changing Your AC?

Don’G Forget Permits

Paim desert property owners who replace their air-conditioning and
heating (hvac) systems must ensure that their contractor gets a building
permit from the city’s Building and safety department.

as part of the permit process, city inspectors help ensure that the system
is installed properly, functioning efficiently, and complies with state Building
Energy Efficiency standards.

Failure to get a permit may result in fines and the need for additional repairs.

according to the contractors state license
Board (cslIB), there is a growing trend of licensed
contractors who are violating state law by falsely
telling consumers that building permits are not
required for hvac system installation. )

just as with all home repairs, improvements, or o i }!w)”h
construction projects, homeowners need to ask - // /)
about state and local requirements. homeowners’ /
insurance policies can be cancelled if an insurance 4
company finds that work has been done without
a permit.

For the best energy efficiency and cost-
savings, consumers should team up with their
state-licensed contractor to make sure all permits
and energy regulations are followed. more information about hiring
contractors is available on the csIB website — www.cslb.ca.gov — or
by calling 800-321-CSLB (2752).

For information about the city’s permitting process, please call the
Building and safety department at 760-346-0611, ext. 420.

COPS Vacation Check Program

Offers Enhanced Summer Security

Sizzling summer temperatures inspire many Palm desert residents to see
july and august as a perfect time to leave town for an extended vacation in
cooler destinations.

vacationing residents and others who need to leave their Palm desert
homes for extended stays have a way to feel more secure about their
property thanks to the city’s citizens on Patrol (coPs) vacation check
Program.

CcOPs volunteers will patrol and visit registered single-family homes
in non-gated communities while residents are away for two weeks or
more. these ongoing visits will check for broken windows, evidence of
intrusion, vandalism, and other obvious problems. coPs inspections will
be confined to the exteriors of participating homes and any problems will
be reported to the resident and the Palm desert Police department, as
appropriate.

to register for the vacation check program, residents can fill out an
application at the Portola community center, 45480 Portola avenue, or
contact citizens on Patrol at 760-862-9848 to request a form via mail.

completed applications must be submitted in person at the Portola
community center and proper identification is required. For more
information, please call 760-862-9848.


















